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MANDALAY’S DAY
The Vegas Resort Gets
All Spiffed Up for JCK
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ust when you thought you knew :
the lay of the land at Mandakay By ]
think again. A long list of changes will ' tt 1y
be implemented at the hexury resost
belore the next edibon of JCK Las By Tanva Dukes

Vegas, marking the most significant
fineup of improvements and invest-
ments introduced 1o the destination n
a decade, AN of which means big-time
roam renovations, imaginative dining venues, and a
slew of groundbreaking entertainment possibilities
When you arrive, you might not recognize the place,
bt it's saffe 10 say vou'll be more than pheased.
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CHAT AND CHEW
It’s a universally accepted truth that show business
continues long after the exhibition floor shuts down.
The grueling work of entertaining or—better still-
being entertained extends well into mealtime. Three
updated restaurants are redefining the Mandalay
Bay dining experience, along with existing gourmet
destinations from chefs Michael Mina (StripSteak),
Charlie Palmer (Aureole), and Alain Ducasse (miX).

Citizens Kitchen & Bar has replaced the restau-
rant formerly known as Red, White & Blue. The
newcomer serves classic comfort food (think bread
pudding, banana pancakes, and baby back ribs) =
devised by Brian Massie, executive chefat The Light ="
Group. Open breakfast through dinner, the expansive  poé
dining room looks like a vintage-inspired canteen. 5=

(miX)

Stz Kachep & ar has rephaced the restou
l rant formerdy known as Bed, White & Bloe. The
ewonmer serves chrssic combort food (hink bread

still foed thae way. The Russion-themed bar-slash-
restaursent adiacent so Citioens Kitchen & Bar lues

e oversaubed e featueing contemporany inter

poretations of dishes 1o beed Strogaoott and chicken
Kiev and a refreshed incerioc Fans of the kischn-
cool bar composed entinely of Joe will be comortod
10 koow ¥ remaioed unscathod i e trassition
S cap andd oeder & themed vodka tlighe ke Made

in the USA, a tasting of four American vodkas

HELLO, DELANO!

This time next year, THEhotsl st Mandalay
Bay will icob a iot liks Delano South Beach.

For devotees of THEbatel at Mandaay
Bay, thure's good mews and even better
news. The £3-floor tower has been a
popdar option for &5 supersized ol-sulte
accomemadations and boutique hotel
mmosphere, Alter » lobby-to-rooftop
recdenign that Segiow this fall, THEhotel wil
beceme Delane Las Viegas in spring 2014
thanks to a partnership between Mandalay
Bay and Morgans Mot Group, owner of
the Delano brand. The mame shawld be

very familar to anyone who's speat time in
Miami, the location of the brand's glamar
ous, white-on-white flagship hotel. Delane
Lan Vs will be the second LS. location
in the beand's poetichio and will retain
THENow!'s dl-suite approach. Details
about decor and dining and entertaionment
options remain under wraps, but Michae!
Gross, CEQ of Morgans Hotel Groug, prom-
ins the “same Bva-star service, dymamic
entrgy, and personalized experience Defano
is known for internationally” It's a safe bet
that these spanking rew suites will be some
of the most imv-demand reservations for
next year’s edtion of XK. Procrastimators
euld plan to seep elsewhere, —TD

devised by Brian Masssie, cxeoutive chetat The Lighs
Group. Open breukfest Shrough dens, the i pansive
|.u.,....-.u.&~w a vinage cm(umhaun-n
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Find classic comfort food for breakfast, lunch, and
dinner at Mandalay's new Citizens Kitchen & Bae,

The hotel’s new LIGHT nightclub will feature Cirgue
du Solell performers swoopling up and around.

Meanwhile, the bar ar Wollgang Puck’s Lupo is
getting @ major makeover, with new lighting, bar
stools, and artwork, And the restaurant itself-
a Roman-inspired trattoria with an  exhibition
kitchen~will have a new pizza, sandwich, and light
appetizer counter to create additional seating for
dinner and late-night dining.

ALL ARIA ACCESS

Come May, the Mandalay Bay campus will
boast & luxe makeover, but don't forgat that
the nearby CityCenter complex was designed
with luxury as a guiding principle. From the
lush rooms at the ARIA Sky Suites to the chic
clothing and accessories emporiums at shop-
ping mecca Crystals, CityCenter's hotel, dining,
and nightlife options are always popular with
JCK’s highest rollers. This year, expect a few
amenities designed to make staying at ARIA

even mare convemnent

* Door-to=~door luxury transportation from the
haotel to the show, with no stops in between
ICK information counters and "Ask Me”

people stationed throughout the hotel to
answer show-related queries

A late-night founge on Friday and Saturday
nights (1030 p.m.<12:30 a.m.), sponsored
by JCK, LUXURY, and Prestige Promenade

Live the huxe life at ARIA, minutes from JCK.

Regardless of which hotel showgoers
patronize, however, Martie Sparks, Mandalay
Bay's vice president of catering and convention
sorvices, makes clear that all emplayees of
MGM Resorts {which owns Mandalay Bay
and ARIA) are fully prepared for the jewelry
anslaught. "You can walk into any of our sister
properties and mention those three letters
JCK she says, “and everyone will know what
you're talking about.” —Victorio Gomelsky




AFTER HOURS

Mandalay Bav’s
improve this vear, too, Exhibit A: The hotly antici-
pated arvivid of a permanent Cirgue du Soledl
production that celebrates the music of Michael
‘LM kson
guarded—at press time, Cirque had revealed litle
more than the title (Miches! Jockson ONE), stant
date (May 23), and running time {a Vegas-friendhy

extracurtcular  options  will

Detadls about the project are tighth

90 minutes ) —har Mandalay’s Bowling refers to it as
the "A-act™ the property has been seeking Chrgue
du Sodeil's frequently sold-out Las Vegas track
record=there are currently seven productions run-
means purchasing tickets before
getting to the Sirip is & must

ming in the oty

There's more than ooe way to capture the latest
Cirque du Soleil experience. The high-flving troupe
s entering the nightlife business for the first time
with the new club LIGHT, created in collaboration
with hospitality brand The Light Group. Scheduled
to open its dooes in April, guests shoukd expect an
environment that inundates the senses, with per-
formers strategically placed throughout, including

suspended from overhead rigging, Light Group vice

president of public relations Casey Brennan touts
“high-tech video mapping and LED lighting sys-
tems” designed (o make the space infinitely flexible
"One moment o am ook like its underwater and
the next like owter space.” Brenman says,

Ihe Mandalay Bay venue has booked an npres-
sive roster of resident T talent for Ms inaugurad
season. Intesmational superstars Skrillex, Sebastian
Ingrosso, Zedd, and Boouer are among the hard
w-pronounce but very of-the-moment talent that
will cycle through the mega-club, which measures
000 square feet and is reputed to have the larg-
est dance loor and general admission area in Vegas

The city's habitues know better than anvone that
any Wl effects from o ksde night are best remedicd
poolside. Davlight, Mandakay Bay's new adult pool
began construction in January and finishing towches
should be in place just in time for JCK's arvival

Ihe sum ol of refinements will offer JCK
attendees thedr most varied and welcoming experi
ence yer, all under the same rool as the show. Man-
dakay’s Bowling makes it orystal clear: The propesty'’s
mission i “w focues on being a real, true destination
resort where everything is at vour hingertips” 8




